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Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.

The 2016 AGM and Social Gathering
The 2016 Annual General Meeting and Social Gathering 
will be held on Saturday the 12th of November 2016 at 
the Peak District Mining Museum in Matlock Bath.  We 
will be retaining basically the same format for the event 
as last year again this year, but with a new twist (see 
below), and we hope that many Society members will 
once again attend to participate and enjoy.
The Annual General Meeting will take place at 12:00, 
followed by an informal Buffet Lunch at 13:00.
At 14:30 the afternoon programme of entertainment will 
commence, which we expect to consist of the traditional 
mixture of illustrated talks etc.
In a new development for 2016 the Barmote Event will 
be integrated with the AGM festivities, and new members 
will be formally invited to attend by the Chairman and 
Hon. Secretary, serving to introduce them to the Society 
and giving them the opportunity to meet and socialise 
with some of our existing members.
Finalised details, including the cost of the buffet, the  
menu, and details of the afternoon entertainment, will 
be published in the October issue of the Newsletter, 
together with a booking form for you to use.

Robin Hall

The Inaugural International Early 
Engines Conference 2017
Preliminary Announcement
The inaugural International Early Engines Conference 
(IEEC hereafter) will be held at The Ironworks, Elsecar, 
South Yorkshire from the 11th to the 13th of May 2017.  
The purpose of the conference is to provide a forum 
for presentation and discussion of new research into 
heat engines prior to 1812, on a theme of “Thomas 
Newcomen and colleagues achievements, untainted by 
the smokescreens of Watt”
The underpinning rationale for the inauguration of the 
IEEC is that a wide range of new field and desk research 
into early engines lacks an obvious outlet, forum or 
focus.
The design of the conference is based on the 
International Early Railways Conference (IERC), and 
repeat conferences are anticipated every 4 to 5 years.
The conference will open at 12 noon on Thursday the 
11th of May 2017 and close at 16.00 on Saturday the 

13th.  Twenty papers, each of thirty minutes duration 
are planned, as wll as visits to local engine houses 
and related sites.  Catering will be provided and 
relevant publications will be on sale by the sponsoring 
organisations.
Delegate costs are likely to be around £100 per person, 
with options available for partners and for day tickets.
The conference transactions will be published from May 
2018 as a themed edition of the International Journal for 
the History of Engineering and Technology. 
The final list of papers and speakers will be confirmed 
in September 2016. Booking arrangements will go live 
in October 2016, and delegate packs will be issued in 
February 2017 ready for the start of the conference.
Hotel and accommodation arrangements will not be 
handled by the conference organisers.
The conference facilities will be provided by Barnsley 
Museums and Metropolitan Borough Council.  The 
Newcomen Society has agreed to be lead sponsor and 
the Historical Metallurgy Society (HMS), the Northern 
Mines Research Society (NMRS) and the South 
Gloucestershire Mine Research Group (SGMRG) have 
also agreed to provide sponsorship.
More details about the conference, with outline timings 
and preliminary details of papers already proposed can 
be found online at:

https://www.earlyengines.org/ieec-2017-conference/
Steve Grudgings

Membership Renewal 2016 - 2017
Members are reminded that their membership will be 
due for renewal on the 1st of September 2016.
Subscriptions for 2016 - 2017 are as follows: 
 Individual Member: £21.00
 Joint Members: £23.00
 Family Members: £25.00
 Institutional Member: £27.00
A Membership Renewal Form is included with this 
Newsletter, please respond promptly.  You can also 
pay your subscription by Bank Transfer, using the 
Membership Number on your Newsletter mailing label 
as reference.  Please confirm your renewal by email to 
membership@pdmhs.com and treasurer@pdmhs.com.
Please refer to the Renewal Form for full details.

Keith Gregory

Newsletter No. 159  July 2016

https://www.earlyengines.org/ieec
mailto:membership@pdmhs.com
mailto:treasurer@pdmhs.com
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Meets Programme - Summer 2016
If you plan to attend any of these meets please contact 
the leader to give an idea of numbers.  In particular, if 
optional food is being offered afterwards please let the 
leader know if you would like to take advantage of this.

1:  Heritage Walk:  The Matlock Area
Tuesday 28th June 2016:  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet at 
7.00pm at the Duke William, Starkholmes.
The walk originally planned around Stoney Middleton 
will now take place on a Saturday or a Sunday towards 
the end of the year.  Instead this walk will follow the 
route of the one planned for the 26th of April, but 
postponed due to bad weather.
This circular walk will take us into St Giles churchyard 
to see the site of Pheobe Bown’s grave, then down into 
the Derwent valley passing Dale house, the house that 
Pheobe built.  Next we will see the tail of Ringing Rake 
sough, pass the site of the old suspension bridge over 
the river, then on past the sites of Longtor Grotto, Side 
Mine and High Tor Grotto.  Climbing out of the Derwent 
valley we will pass the site of the Riber Mine and then 
return along the top of High Tor, past the old Fern & 
Roman Caves, back to the Duke William.
There will be optional food and drink afterwards at the 
Duke William at Starkholmes.

2:  Underground Meet:  Mines in the Via 
Gellia
Wednesday 6th July 2016:  Leader:  Paul Chandler, meet 
7.15pm at the large layby by the side of mill pond in the 
Via Gellia (near the Bonsall road junction).
A selection of mines will be explored this evening, 
including Jacob’s Dream Mine and other mines, at the 
discretion of those attending.   These are easy grade, dry 
trips, ideal for novices. It is worth bringing a camera as 
there is a fine coe outside Jacob’s Dream Mine.  Access 
to a number of the mines in the Via Gellia can involve 
a steep climb, scramble and thick vegetation, so best to 
bring gloves.  The party size is not limited and booking 
is optional.  I do have a limited number of spare lamps 
and helmets if anyone requires them, please email or 
phone.
Optional drinks after the trip in a nearby pub.

3:  Underground Meet:  Milwr Tunnel, 
Holywell, North Wales
Sunday 10th July 2016:  Organiser: Paul Chandler, this 
trip has a maximum party size of 6 and is already fully 
booked.  This item is included for information only.

Underground Meet:  Mines in the 
Manifold Valley, Staffordshire
Sunday 10th July 2016:  Leader:  Paul Chandler, meet 
10am Wetton Mill car park, at grid ref. SK 0946 5610.

The small mines in the Hoo Valley will be explored first. 
These are easy or moderate grade trips, with shallow 

water and stooping or walking size passages, and are 
ideal for novices.  The plan for the afternoon is at the 
discretion of those attending, but could include a surface 
walk around the mines at Ecton. The party size is not 
limited but booking is essential.

4:  Heritage Walk:  The Longcliffe Area
Tuesday 12th July 2016:  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet at 
7.00pm at the Holly Bush Inn, Grange Mill.
The Bradwell walk will now take on either or a Saturday 
or a Sunday, towards the end of the year to give us time 
to explore the area at a more leisurely pace.  Instead 
the walk this evening will take us from the Holly Bush 
Inn at Grange Mill to look at quarrying and mining 
operations around Hopton Moor and around the 
Harborough Rocks area.
Optional food and drink afterwards at the Holly Bush.

5:  Heritage Walk:  Cromford and 
Middleton area.
Wednesday 13th July 2016:  Leader:  Paul Chandler, for 
meeting arrangements and further details please contact 
Paul, including a mobile or landline phone number. 
The walk route is from Steeple Grange to Middleton Top, 
then on to Middleton Moor, Middleton and the Via Gellia 
then on to the Clatterway to Cromford, the Cromford 
Canal and the High Peak Junction, then the High Peak 
Trail returning to Steeple Grange, a distance of 7½ miles.
OS Explorer Map, White Peak OL24 covers this route.  
Please bring a packed lunch and drink and usual walking 
gear, including  a camera.  If you are interested in our 
industrial heritage then this walk is for you!  There 
is much of interest, including Cromford village and 
Arkwright’s Mill, the Cromford Canal, Cromford and 
High Peak Railway (now the High Peak Trail) various 
quarries, and of course mines. Mostly an easy walk, apart 
from a steepish descent and ascent in the Via Gellia. A 
copy of the walk route map is available on request.

6:  Underground Meet:  Mines in Lathkill 
Dale. 
Tuesday 19th July 2016:  Leader:  Paul Chandler, meet 
7.15pm at Over Haddon village car park.

A fascinating mining area in a picturesque, wooded 
setting. This meet will explore various mine levels, 
including a partial exploration of Mandale Mine and 
Sough. Easy grade, levels should be dry, but bring 
wellies in case. Walking/stooping size passages, some 
short crawly bits. Ideal novice trip, but of interest to 
more experienced explorers. Worth bringing a camera. 
Party size not limited and booking is optional.
Drinks after the trip in the Lathkill Hotel, Over Haddon.

7:  Heritage Walk:  Middleton by 
Wirksworth
Tuesday 26th July 2016:  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet at 
7.00pm at the Rising Sun, Middleton.
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This walk goes around the Middleton by Wirksworth 
area looking at former quarries, lead mines and railway 
lines that once existed in and around the village.
Optional food and drink afterwards at the Rising Sun.

8:  Heritage Walk:  New Mill Close Mine
Tuesday 9th August 2016:  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet at: 
7.00pm at the Three Stags Heads, Darley Bridge.

After taking a look at the New Mill Close Mine we will 
then visit the site of Watts shaft where Edward Miller 
Wass began his drive north, then onto visit the sites of 
Baby, Alice and Jumbo Shafts, bought to life via the help 
of old photographs as will the surrounding area, with 
pictures of the old suspension bridge and the aerial rope 
way which once spanned the river Derwent.

9:  Heritage Walk:  The Winster Mines
Tuesday 23rd August 2016:  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
7.00pm at the car park opposite the Miners Standard Inn.

A walk around Winster to look at some of the important 
mines that were once operational in the area, including 
Plackett, Wills Founder, Orchard, Old Wesson, Portaway 
and Horse Croft.  There will be a walk around the village 
as well to see some examples of the old trades and 
industries which were once at work in the village.
Optional food and drink at the Holly Bush, Grange Mill.

10:  Heritage Walk:  The Sheldon Area
Tuesday 6th September 2016:  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet 
at 7.00pm at the Cock and Pullet in Sheldon Village.

The walk will take a look at the local views, and a look 
at Field Grove Mine. On the way back a stop will be 
made in Sheldon church yard to take a look at the graves 
of the Brocklehurst family who were at one time heavily 
involved with Magpie Mine.

Optional food & drink afterwards at the Cock and Pullet.

11:  Underground Meet:  Gell’s Adit, Via 
Gellia.
Wednesday 14th September 2016:  Leader:  Paul 
Chandler, meet 7.15pm at the layby below Goodluck 
Mine in the Via Gellia on the A5012, at grid reference  
SK 269 566.
A Society visit to this mine is long overdue.  It is one of 
the more extensive mines in the Via Gellia, mainly on 
one level.  It is an easy or moderate grade, mainly dry 
mine, with mostly walking or stooping size passages.  
There are five shafts of varying depths to negotiate, close 
to the entrance.  Not a suitable trip for complete novices.  
This mine is located near the top of the Via Gellia and 
involves a steep walk and scramble up to the entrance.  
The party size is not limited so booking is optional.
Optional drinks after the trip in a nearby pub.

12:  Heritage Walk:  Bonsall by Night
Tuesday 27th September:  Leader:  Tony Wood, meet at 
7.00pm in the car park at the top of the Clatterway.

A night time tour to look at the lost industries and public 
houses which once made Bonsall a hive of activity.
Optional food and drink at the Kings Head, Bonsall.

13:  Underground Meet:  Rookery Black 
Marble Mine, Ashford.
Wednesday 28th September 2016:  Leader:  Paul 
Chandler.
Another popular Society meet, replacing a similar trip 
in March which had to be cancelled at short notice.  The 
mining of Black Marble was completely different to that 
of lead, as you will see during this trip.  This evening 
trip is of an easy grade and an ideal novice trip, mostly 
dry, except for puddles, in walking size passages.  The 
party size is limited to 15 including the leader.  To book 
your place(s) and get meeting arrangements please 
contact the leader, Paul Chandler.
Reference:  “Derbyshire Black Marble” by J M 
Tomlinson (PDMHS Special Publication No.4, 1996)
Optional drinks afterwards in the Bull’s Head, Ashford.
More information about the Peak District mines visited 
can be found in “Caves of the Peak District” (2010 
Edition) and “Lead Mining in the Peak District”, edited 
by T D Ford and J H Rieuwerts (2000 edition).
Please check the Society’s website www.pdmhs.com for 
any change in the circumstances of these meets.
For more information please contact:-

Tony 07891 276668
Paul 01246 220773
Email meets@pdmhs.com  (Please state in the 

title if the message is for Paul or Tony.)
Tony Wood

Barmote Event 2016
The Council of the Society, and Museum Management 
Committee have decided that the format of the Barmote 
Event will be changed this year.  Rather than having 
a separate midweek event the Barmote Event will be 
incorporated into the AGM day.  New members will 
be invited to attend for the afternoon’s entertainment, 
and if they so wish, to join the members for the buffet 
lunch.  The intention is to give new members a better 
opportunity to meet other members and gain an insight 
into the activities of the Society.

Steve Thompson

Magpie Mine Square Chimney 
Conservation Project
Our Contractor will soon be starting work on repairs to 
the Square Chimney, and parts of the Magpie Mine site 
will be allocated to him for working and storage areas. 
These will be securely fenced off, and Society members, 
as well as the general public, must keep outside these 
areas unless they are specifically invited, are wearing 
appropriate personal protective equipment, and are 
accompanied by a member of the Contractor’s staff.

Andy Gillings

http://www.pdmhs.com
mailto:meets@pdmhs.com
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 57
Pot Clay Mines and Pillow Mound, Ughill 
Moors, Bradfield, South Yorkshire, centred 
SK 242 885
Since the paper on coal mining on the eastern side of the 
Peak District was compiled by Jim Rieuwerts and myself 
for the next Mining History (19.4 Autumn 2016), another 
small set of moorland mining remains has been identified, 
located a short distance north of the area covered in the 
previous paper.  These lie on the crest of Ughill Moors 
a short distance from where they fall off steeply to the 
south, dropping down to the Snake Pass road.

The mining remains form a small discrete cluster of 
features, with five shaft mounds with run in shaft 
hollows, and a further hollow which has no upcast and 
may be a crown hole.  These shafts are in a typical layout 
to be interpreted as primarily associated with hand-
drawing and ventilation, sunk as a mining progressed 
laterally following a bed; where needed, water could also 
be drawn out in barrels.  A short distance to the south 
there is an obvious linear hollow, with upcast banks to 
either side, which at the northern end turns abruptly and 
narrows eastwards.  This is interpreted as the entrance 
to a drift level.  Two of the shafts are close together, 
suggesting they were sunk at different times.  At one 
shaft mound livestock erosion has exposed the dumped 
sinking dirt, comprising mined lumps of sandstone, 
smaller broken pieces of the same rock and a sandy 
subsoil, all covered with a thin peaty soil and overlying 
a buried old ground surface with thin peaty topsoil and 
leached grey-brown subsoil.  At the easternmost shaft 
mound a small mound to the north of the shaft hollow 
may be a shooting butt.  A small hollow way runs close 
to the shafts, but is one of several on the moor and may 
well be fortuitously placed with regard to the mining.

The mining remains lie a short distance north of the 
outcrop of the Pot Clay coal seam as plotted by BGS 
(1:50,000 series Sheet 99) and the shaft would only need 
to be shallow to reach this; it may be that the drift started 
at outcrop.  However, it is likely that the mining was 
for the pot clay seat earth for this particular coal seam, 
where looked at elsewhere locally, is only 1.0 to 1.5 
inches (0.02-0.04m) thick (John Hunter pers. comm.).  
Nothing is known of the date of this mining, which from 
its character is most likely to be 18th or 19th century 
in date, except that it is shown on the Ordnance Survey 
six inch to a mile sheet surveyed in 1850-51 (Yorkshire 
Sheet 293), when it was perhaps already disused.  It is 
not shown on later editions of Ordnance Survey maps 
showing it was long gone before the advent of the 20th 
century.  The 1850-51 map shows eight ‘shafts’ and the 
linear feature, but two were interpreted differently in 
2015 (the drift entrance and crown hole); one shaft is 
shown to the east at a point where no trace was found in 
2015; whether it ever existed or not in unclear.
Other mining remains to the north and north-east, with 
two large opencast pits and spoil heaps on and close 
to Ughill Moors, in their present form at least are 20th 
century ganister mines (Battye 2004, pp. 71, 73, 77-
78).  That to the north, at Loftshaw, exploits the same 
seam and was owned by Dysons who closed it in the 
1980s.  To the north-east, around Crawshaw, the main pit 
appears to be slightly higher in the geological sequence, 
but pot clay has been mined here from the 18th century 
if not before and it was last worked in 1960 by Wraggs.  
Between the two, at Wet Shaw, there were late 19th 
century underground workings which were later owned 
by Dysons, who closed the mine in the early 1970s.  The 
general area of the three 20th century mines has a series 
of small clay pits and one ‘old coal pit’ shown on the 
1850-51 Ordnance Survey map.  Going east from here, 
from Ughill to Dungworth and Wadsley, were once a 
whole series of further ganister, pot clay and coal mines.
Another mound on the moor, on high, featureless, 
ground facing north (at SK 2420 8870), is not mining 
but almost certainly a ‘pillow mound’, the term for an 
artificial earthen mound built for raising rabbits.  It is 
a symmetrically-built long mound, measuring about 
23m by 4m and less than 1m high, with slight ditches 
along both sides.  Such mounds were made to provide 
ideal sites for burrowing and were designed to focus the 
rabbits in a one place and thus allow easy trapping.  This 
mound was presumably built at the start of a commercial 
venture for raising rabbits for sale in Sheffield in the 
19th or early 20th century, which one assumes was 
doomed for failure because of the high altitude of the 
site, at just over 400m OD.

Present: John Barnatt, Richard Carr, Chris Heathcote, 
David Kiernan, Phil Shaw, Dave Williams.

Reported: John Barnatt.
Reference:

Battye, R.  2004  The Forgotten Mines of Sheffield.  
Privately published.

Plan of the surface mining remains on Ughill Moors
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Dressed Stones, Earl Rake, Bradwell, 
Derbyshire, SK 1618 8008
At the upper end of Earl Rake, next to the public 
footpath, a number of large dressed gritstone blocks 
have been dumped at some point in the past.  These 
range between about 0.8 and 1.2m in length, 0.4 to 
0.7m in width, and 0.25 to 0.5m in depth, although 
one slab is about 1m by 0.45m by 0.15m with a semi-
circular groove cut into two edges to a depth of 7cm 
and a rectangular indentation on the exposed face, while 
another fragment has stepped concentric rings cut into 
it.  However, at least four of these blocks have been 
carefully shaped to have a circular-sectioned indent 
on one face, and this shows soot blackening.  Thus, 
these blocks have once either been part of a chimney or 
flue.  These blocks are generally about 0.6m by 0.6m, 
but curiously some have a depth tapering from 0.5m to 
0.4m, while others appear to have a consistent depth.
The large blocks are much bigger than would be found 
in a domestic or agricultural building; blocks of a similar 
size can still be seen at High Rake.  The surviving 
photos of buildings there before demolition (Barnatt et 
al.  2011, p.4 and p.30) show a course of large blocks 
on the pumping engine house similar to those found on 
the site.  It is known that the mine buildings there were 
demolished in the 1920s and the stone taken to Bradwell 
to build houses.  The present location of the blocks is 
close to one of the roads from Windmill to Bradwell, so 
it is entirely feasible that unusable material from High 
Rake was dumped on the waste ground of an abandoned 
lead rake, although this begs the question – why did they 
move it part way there instead of leaving it on site?

Turning to the soot-blackened blocks, the radius to 
which they were cut can be calculated by the formula 
r=(c2 + 4h2)/8h where c is the chord length and h is the 
midpoint depth.  In the case of the blocks, the chord 
length is about 50cm, the midpoint depth is 12cm, 
which gives a radius of 32cm.  If the blocks were part 
of a chimney or flue then it would have a diameter or 
width of 64cm, or 2ft 1 inch.  Of the two chimneys and 
approaching flues at High Rake, the winding engine has 

an internal base diameter of 0.9m (3ft) and flue 0.38m 
(15in) wide, while the pumping engine has an internal 
base diameter of 1.2m (4ft) and a flue width of 0.46m 
(18in).  The surviving portions of both chimneys are 
lined internally with small dressed gritstone blocks, 
much smaller than those found on Earl Rake.  The 
pumping engine flue was covered with flat slabs, all of 
which were located during the excavation, so stone from 
here never went to Earl Rake.
The photographs of High Rake taken before its 
demolition show that the chimneys had a slight taper, 
so it is possible that the Earl Rake blocks formed the 
inner part of the cap of the winding engine chimney; the 
photographs show a well-dressed outer curve which does 
not match any of the blocks seen, although there may 
well be other fragments not currently visible.  However, 
this does not explain the odd tapering noted above.
One piece of decorative moulding from the pumping 
engine chimney cap was recovered during the High 
Rake excavation but this does not match the piece 
found at Earl Rake with concentric rings, as the latter is 
stepped on the inner radius.  It is possible that there was 
stepping on the inside of the final course of stonework 
but it seems a lot of effort to go to for something that no-
one would ever see?  Alternatively, it could be moulding 
from a door or window surround but the High Rake 
engine houses did not have such detailing, as far as can 
be seen from the surviving photographs.
Considering other possible sources in the area, the 
Bradwell slag mill site is down in the dale below Earl 
Rake but it would seem irrational to cart the stone 
uphill to dump it, while the only other sizeable chimney 
in the area was at Watergrove mine; this was a truly 
massive structure and would have had a much larger 
flue diameter.  Given this, it points to the source of this 
gritstone having been the engine houses and chimneys of 
High Rake.

Reported: Adam Russell
Reference: 

Barnatt, J., Heathcote, C., Hunter, J. and Williams, 
D.  2011  High Rake Mine, Little Hucklow, 
Derbyshire: Excavations and Conservation at an 
Important Nineteenth Century Mine.  Mining 
History 18:1/18:2, pp. 1-217.

Bradwell’s Lead Pig, and another Peak 
District Lead Pig re-discovered.
A list of 29 cast-lead ingots, or ‘pigs’ originating from 
the Peak District and known or interpreted to date 
from the period of the Roman occupation of Britain 
was compiled and presented by Dearne (1990).  This 
total includes an unmarked, broken piece of a lead pig 
discovered, in conjunction with four others all bearing 
Roman inscriptions, at a site near Brough-on-Humber 
in 1940 during excavation work for the foundations of 
an air-raid shelter (Hull Daily Mail, July 2 & 4, 1940).  
A number of other published accounts of this group 
of Peak District lead pigs do not include the broken 

One of the large blocks from Earl Rake with a well-
dressed, blackened concave surface

Photo: Adam Russell
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fragment and therefore only count 28 whole pigs (e.g. 
Lane 1986; Turbutt 1999; Bradwell 2014).
Using the larger total of 29 pigs, ten of these are 
recorded as having been lost or destroyed since they 
were discovered (including the broken fragment).  Of 
the extant nineteen pigs in public ownership, five are 
held by the British Museum, while the remainder are 
distributed between museums in the following locations: 
Hull (7), Derby (2), Buxton (2), Warwick (1), Matlock 
Bath (1) and Sheffield (1).  The lead pig in the collection 
of Museums Sheffield was discovered in the village of 
Bradwell in July 1894.  It was presented to the museum 
in January 1896 and was given the accession number 
J96.1, a reference unchanged today.  This artefact was on 
public display in Sheffield’s Weston Park Museum until 
the end of January 2016, when all of the objects in that 
cabinet were replaced by a new exhibit.  The change-
over provided an opportunity to examine the lead pig 
more closely after the glass front to the cabinet had been 
opened.
The Bradwell lead pig is of significance because it 
belongs to the sub-set of five known Peak District lead 
pigs that have no markings or inscriptions.  Of the 
others 21 were mould-poured with Roman alphabetic 
inscriptions in relief referring to Lutudarum and three 
were cold-stamped with only Roman-type numerals but 
were found locally.  One of the five uninscribed pigs is 
the broken fragment from Brough-on-Humber, presumed 
to be lost or in private ownership, while a second, 
reportedly discovered near Oker Hill, Darley Dale in 
1846, has also been lost.  The earliest written record of 
the latter pig was by Bateman and Glover (1848, p.159), 
who provided no details other than it was of ‘Roman 
shape’ and that some Roman coins had been found in the 
vicinity.  Bateman and Glover is the primary reference 
source for this pig, cited by all other authors yet, 
curiously, no contemporary newspaper article reporting 
its discovery can be found.
This leaves three uninscribed lead pigs available for 
study.  Two of these were discovered near Carsington in 
1983 and although they bear no markings, subsequent 
archaeological excavation revealed that they were 
associated with a late Roman-age deposit (Branigan et 
al, 1986).  They were roughly-cast, but in a rectangular 
mould with a slightly trapezoidal-shaped cross-section 
and distinct edges and corners.  They are held by 
the Buxton Museum.  The final unmarked pig is the 
Bradwell pig held at Museums Sheffield.
The Bradwell lead pig was discovered by workmen 
excavating foundation trenches for a new Board 
School in the village (SK 1723 8131).  A contemporary 
newspaper article stated “…  from the shape and rude 
manner in which it is finished it has evidently never 
been made in a mould, but was simply run into a basin 
of sand.” (Derbyshire Courier - Saturday 14 July 1894).  
The article continued “The place where it was found is 
almost in direct line with the old Roman road, between 
the encampment at Brough [-on-Noe] and Buxton, and it 

is surmised that it was either stolen or lost whilst being 
transported between the two stations.  It is 18 inches 
long, six inches broad, four inches in thickness, and 
weighs about one cwt.” 
This discovery occurred only three months after a lead 
pig bearing an obvious Roman inscription was unearthed 
on Tansley Moor, above Matlock (Derbyshire Times 
7 April, 1894) and twenty years after other similar 
discoveries in the Mendips.  The proximity of the 
Bradwell pig site to the Roman route called Batham 
Gate provided sufficient circumstantial evidence to 
conclude that it was probably also of Roman date – and 
was recorded as such in the museum’s accession notes.
Examination of the Bradwell lead pig shows that, 
contrary to the newspaper report, it probably was poured 
into a crudely-shaped mould, either in the ground or in a 
sand box, but that the casting process may have distorted 
or ruptured the mould, resulting in a less-than-perfect 
shape.  One of the long sides and both ends are mostly 
planar, although the ends are not perpendicular to the 
sides.  The other long side is bowed.  There are no well-
defined straight edges between any of the faces.  The 
ends have a pronounced taper between the upper and 
lower surfaces, the sides less so but the cross-sectional 
shape is generally trapezoidal and the pig approximates 
to the ‘Kit Kat finger’ shape common to other lead pigs 
from the Peak District and elsewhere in country.  Its 
maximum dimensions (51 x 14 x 8 cm) and weight (48 
kg, as stated by Dearne, 1990) are at the lower end of the 
ranges for these parameters.

Every surface of the lead pig has a very rough texture.  
The lower surface (as the lead was poured into the 
mould) is irregular, ‘lumpy’ and contains small cavities 
and protruding inclusions.  It has no moulded inscription 
and gives the impression that molten lead was poured 
directly into a hastily-dug depression in the ground.  The 
surfaces of the sides and ends show partial horizontal 

The Bradwell pig – one side, showing tapering 
between upper and lower surfaces.

All photographs: John Hunter

The Bradwell pig – detail of one end showing 
horizontal laminations
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laminations, in common with most historical lead pigs 
from any era.  These laminations have been interpreted 
by some earlier authors as indicative of interrupted 
pouring, with each layer possibly equivalent to a 
ladle-full of molten lead.  However, in an experiment 
conducted in 1940, the metallurgist J. A. Smythe 
demonstrated that the same surface texture could 
be replicated on a modern lead pig produced from a 
single, continuous pouring of molten metal and that the 
laminations may be the consequence of surface tension 
interactions between the liquid metal and the sides of 
the mould (Tylecote, 1962, p. 89).  This said, whilst 
the surface tension properties of molten lead cannot be 
disputed, the Bradwell pig shows distinct evidence of 
discontinuously poured layers at one end, and several of 
the individual laminations have separated.  Furthermore, 
the terminal edges of the last few layers are staggered on 
the upper surface of the pig as each successive pulse of 
molten lead failed to flow as far as the previous one.

The upper (cooling) surface of the pig is extremely 
rough and much of it appears to be covered with adhered 
pieces of slag – except for the end with the staggered 
layers.  These remnant layers have a smoother surface 
and sinuous terminations with a convex meniscus.  
There are no stamped markings on the upper surface, nor 
a leverage hole to prise it out of a sunken mould such as 
those incorporated into larger pigs produced by melting 
monastic lead in the 1530s (Dunning, 1952).  Three 
small holes drilled into the pig in 1935 to sample it for 
silver assaying by J. A. Smythe at Newcastle upon Tyne 
are very obvious.  The analysis result was just over 1oz. 
per ton silver (Dearne, 1990), a value consistent with 
other Peak District lead pigs and also unsmelted ore at 
the Alport smelter (Percy, 1870, p.97).
Although the discovery location of the Bradwell pig 
is unquestionably in close proximity to Batham Gate, 

a route linking the Roman fort of Navio at Brough-
on-Noe to the settlement at Buxton, the relevance of 
this observation is limited to the context of the Roman 
occupation period.  In 1939 several small pieces of lead 
ore were discovered during excavations at the Navio 
fort at Brough, three of which were well-rounded and 
described as ‘true pebbles’ (implying, possibly, that 
detrital galena was being worked from glacial-sediment 
infill in karst cavities).  Two of these pebbles showed 
evidence of having been heated, with one containing 
beads of metallic lead (Smythe, 1939).  Unfortunately, 
the stratigraphical context of these specimens of lead 
ore in relation to demonstrable Roman layers was not 
recorded and they cannot be accepted as unequivocal 
evidence that lead ore was being processed near Brough 
during at that time.
Bole-smelting must have continued around the Bradwell 
area, intermittently perhaps, for a further millennium or 
longer and the discovery site is also in close proximity 
to roads and settlements belonging to later historical 
periods.  Records of lead production from the Shatton 
area exist from the early 14th century (e.g. TNA C 
241/61/153) and the name of the nearby Burton Bole 
first appears in surviving historic documents in a deed 
of 1317 describing the bounds of the Abney manor 
(Bowles, 1907).  It is entirely possible, therefore, 
that the Bradwell lead pig is not Roman at all but 
was manufactured during the medieval period.  This 
uncertainty has also been noted by other authors 
(Dearne, 1990, p.473 and Tylecote, 1962, p.83).  The 
safest conclusion that can be drawn is that the Bradwell 
pig was probably bole-smelted and dates from any time 
during the c.1500 year period between the establishment 
of the Roman fort at Brough and the introduction of 
forced-air smelting furnaces in late Tudor times.
The paucity of uninscribed lead pigs associated 
with the Peak District may well be a consequence of 
selected preservation of the inscribed ones.  Lead pigs 
represented a tempting source of income to pilferers 
and reports of thefts of metal ingots (and often the 
apprehension of the felons) are not uncommon in 19th 
century newspapers.  It is possible that other rough, 
uninscribed lead pigs could have been unearthed 
in recent centuries and deemed by the finders to be 
sufficiently unremarkable that they were not worth 
presenting to a museum.
Two of ten lost lead pigs from the Peak District were 
a pair discovered together in November 1919 by a 
sexton digging a grave in Cromford churchyard (the 
church was completed in 1797).  He duly reported his 
discovery to the vicar and brief details of the finds were 
published in several newspapers - their dimensions were 
stated to be 24 x 7¾ x 3 inches and 19 x 5 x 4 inches 
respectively.  Together they weighed over 2 cwt. and 
both were marked with simple Roman-type numerals 
(‘XXX’ and ‘XV’) (Sunderland Daily Echo, Sept. 6, 
1919).  At first there was confusion about the right of 
ownership of the artefacts but by November in that year 
the coroner for the Peak District had been appointed to 

The Bradwell pig – upper surface

The Bradwell pig – upper surface, showing detail of 
the discontinuous pouring layers
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decide the matter (Derby Daily Telegraph, November 
14).  A decision was not reached until June 1920, when 
the coroner agreed that the original owner was unknown 
and that lead, unlike gold and silver, was not treasure 
trove and therefore he could see no reason why the pigs 
could not be sold by the finder.  The vicar announced 
that he intended to do so and to apply the proceeds to 
the cemetery funds (Derbyshire Times and Chesterfield 
Herald, 19 June 1920).  The purchaser of the pigs 
was not reported.  Some 19th and early 20th century 
clerics were amateur antiquarians who enthusiastically 
described and conserved historical artefacts.  The vicar 
of Cromford appears not to have been one.
While undertaking research for this article the writer 
found that a lead pig was discovered in June 1835 by 
workmen levelling a hillock during the enclosure of 
Middleton Moor (Wirksworth).  It was reported in the 
Derby Mercury (July 1), where it was described as “…
about 30 inches long and 1.5 inch thick, marked with 
three bars.  It had evidently been run in the ground, 
long before moulds were invented,…”.  The three bar 
inscription could have been Roman-type numerals, 
similar to the Cromford pigs, although this does not 
necessarily confirm a Roman date for both the Cromford 
and Middleton Moor pigs.  For instance, some of the 
lead pigs, possibly originating from the Peak District 
and recently recovered from the wreck of the Dutch East 
Indiaman ‘Zuiddorp’ which foundered on the coast of 
Western Australia in 1712, are marked with the serifed 
capital letters ‘X’ and ‘XX’ (Stedman, 2009).  Also, one 
of the lead pigs recovered from the 1743 wreck of the 
Hollandia in the Scilly Isles is marked with four bars 
(Willies, 1985).  No further record of the Middleton 
Moor lead pig has been found and its whereabouts or 
method of disposal is unknown.  It is not included in any 
of the published lists of lead pigs from the Peak District 
yet, having a slightly better description than the Oker 
Hill pig, it should probably be added as number 30 (or 
29, if counting only whole pigs).

Reported by John Hunter
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Lead Mining at the Bithoms or Bitholmes 
Mines, Ewden Valley, Bradfield, South 
Yorkshire, centred SK 295 954.
The Society had a trip to surface remains here in 1960 
(Smith 1960), with prior accounts written (Kenworthy 
1915) and geological and historical information 
summarised more recently (Moore 1998; Rieuwerts 
2012, 120-21; Rieuwerts 2013, 134-35); this note 
concentrates on field observations.
In Hagg Wood, now mostly very overgrown, and running 
from here north-east to the bank of the River Ewden, 
there are a series of mine hillocks.  Most are found in a 
southwest/northeast band about 350yds (320m) long, as 
if on a vein, with further shafts upslope to the south side 
as if the mineralisation and extraction was more complex 
than this.  Kenworthy suggested that there were more 
than 20 shafts and Moore said about 24, while Smith 
mapped 14 shaft mounds and a further 15 other hillocks.  
Our interpretation is a little more circumspect in that 
some of the hillocks in the main line are elongated and 
look to be either at opencast workings that in part have 
been reworked, or comprise spoil from close-spaced 
shallow mine shaft mounds, the archaeological integrity 
of which has now been lost with reworking.  This said 
there are a small number of well-defined shaft mounds 
on the line and some of those on the upslope side are 
also clearly shaft hillocks.  A mound in an otherwise 
now-featureless field to the south-east, known locally as 
Gin-Pit Field, looked to be modern rather than mining 
related.  Local tradition suggests there may have been a 
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sough, with tail presumably near the river, but no clear 
indication was found during our visit.
All features occur on bedrock comprising the shales and 
upper leaves of sandstones above the main bed of the 
Huddersfield White Rock (John Hunter pers. comm.).  
Smith suggested the mineralisation was ‘along a line of 
shattered rock, possibly in close proximity to a fault’, 
conjectured to be associated with a main vein and a 
parallel vein to the south; there are at least four other 
shafts not on either.  It may well be that some or all 
of the shafts lie on a complex fault structure.  Another 
possibility that cannot be fully dismissed is that some 
of the shaft mounds to the south-west are not associated 
with lead mining but were for coal, with a lead vein 
discovered during this operation.  No coal is recorded 
here on geological maps but it is known there are locally 
occurring coal seams that have escaped mapping and it 
this case the horizon is perhaps roughly correct for the 
Ringinglow/Baslow Coal which has not been recorded 
this far north, and/or for the Upper Meltham Coal further 
to the north-west.
One boulder on site with clear slickensiding formed 
at the fault has recently been photographed (Phil 
Wolstenholme pers. comm.).  Galena from the hillocks 
reported by Smith had a thick coating of cerussite, 
adhering to sandstone and ganister.  Moore suggested 
the coating was anglesite.  There is no gangue mineral 
visible at the surface of the shaft hillocks, with erosion 
exposing sinking dirt comprising shale and some broken 
thin bedded sandstone.  This lack of gangue is something 
reported elsewhere where lead is found in veins passing 
through sandstone; it appears this is influenced by the 
chemistry of the host rocks at deposition.  It may be 
that little deposition of minerals occurred in the shale 
as faults tend not to form open structures here, whereas 
mineral deposition in sandstone is known locally from 
specimens at Sheffield Museum (John Hunter pers. 
comm.) and is well attested elsewhere.
Trial mining took place at Bithoms in 1647-48 but was 
unsuccessful.  Another trial was launched in the 1730s 
but has been suggested to have hit legal difficulties.  
Given the number of hillocks, it seems likely that 
other episodes of mining took place for which no 
documentation survives.

Further up the valley, but now submerged under 
Broomhead Reservoir, there was further mining 
(reviewed in Rieuwerts 2012, pp. 121-22).  These mines 
are documented as working the 1760s and again in 1811-
15, when miners produced 71 tons of zinc ore (unlike the 
Bithoms Mines, where there is no record of zinc ore).  
Nearby, in the 19th and early 20th century there was 
a stone-lined pit approached by a goit from the river, 
with remains of iron cog wheels, an iron cylinder and 
old wooded pump trees all still lying about.  These were 
perhaps, as Kenworthy suggested, for ore processing.  
But the presence of a cylinder of c.12 15in (0.3-0.4m) 
diameter perhaps an old pump barrel and the pump trees, 
both suggest it was associated with pumping.

Present: John Barnatt, Richard Carr, Chris Heathcote, 
David Kiernan, David Kitching, Phil Shaw, Dave 

Williams.
Reported: John Barnatt and David Kiernan.
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Can you contribute to future editions of 
Observations and Discoveries ???
If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 

High Peak, Derbyshire SK23 9TX (01298 814822)
or  John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 

Derbyshire SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
 Email:  observations@pdmhs.com

Parc Mine Trip Report, March 2016
A group of PDMHS members and guests assembled 
in the car park at the Hafna Mine, just to the north of 
Betws-y-Coed, on a pleasant Saturday morning.  I arrived 
in time for a very speedy walk around the site, which 
included ore washing and smelting facilities dating to 
the mid-19th century.  These were active into the early 
years of the 20th century and a number of informative 
information boards are provided around the site.
Once the group had assembled and changed our leader, 
Dave Tyson (Wirral Caving Group/Cave Access Ltd), 
gave us a brief introduction to the mine before we set off 
to the No 2 Level of Parc Mine.  Two of the party went 
ahead because they were doing an SRT trip from the 
No 2 Level to explore the deeper No 3 Level while the 
rest of us had a relatively leisurely wander through the 
extensive workings of the No 2 Level.
Parc Mine was worked from 1949 to 1958 on a ‘modern’ 
scale by Johannesburg Consolidated Investments 
Limited (who dabbled at Riber Mine at the same time) 
with large levels that were driven to exploit the lead 
veins worked previously by a number of 19th century 
mines.  The two main levels (Nos 2 and 3) were driven 

mailto:observations@pdmhs.com
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to develop the mines at depth, drain the workings and to 
provide a means of tramming the ore out to the dressing 
floors.  In the early 1960s some mining was undertaken 
to help development of froth flotation methods of ore 
beneficiation.  A brief history of Parc Mine and the 
earlier mines it intersected is given by Bennett and 
Vernon (1991) and related volumes.
Our route into the mine involved climbing over a 
welded RSJ grill to gain access to the No 2 Level which 
connected the various workings at this level.  We first 
examined the area to the left (east) of the entrance level 
which has several areas of stoping and shafts, both up 
and down, that retain some of the 1950s’ vintage ladders.  
An unusual feature of this area is an underground 
laboratory set up by the Bideston Observatory, part of 
the Natural Environment Research Council, to study 
tidal tilt, loading and the earth structure as part of 
a collaborative, international project (see Aditnow:- 
http://www.aditnow.co.uk/Mines/Parc-Lead-Mine_298/ 
for details) which collected data for several months 
during 1973 and 1974.  This project has left some 
unusual underground evidence including various 
concrete instrument beds and pivots as well as abundant 
polystyrene and several sets of Dexion shelves, and was 
the last use of the mine.
Having examined this area and climbed up into a sub-
level to look at the outside world through another RSJ 
grill the group started the c.2km trek to the end of the 
No 2 Level.  This was along the level driven in the 
1950s.  It has mainly been stoped out above and has 
frequent holes in the floor into the stopes below.  When 
I was here in 1981 these were nearly all covered in larch 
logs which have now largely rotted and fallen away, 
exposing the open stopes below.
The level has water and air pipes along much of its 
length together with some telephone wires and an 
underground explosives and detonator store.  At several 
points there have been roof falls, all since 1981, that have 
blocked the level.  All have been dug through to maintain 
access allowing all of the workings to be explored.  In 
several places the No 2 Level has intersected older, 19th 
century, mine workings.  The first of these is just beyond 
the first of the falls, where parts of Llanrwst Mine can be 
accessed by climbing up part of a ladderway.  This gives 
access to a chamber with a crab winch and an angle bob, 
both in situ.  The shaft used for access has a pump rod 
in it that is attached to one end of the angle bob, while 
the other end is attached to flat rods running through a 
small cross-cut passage.  In turn these rods connected to 
two further angle bobs in the side of the Llanrwst Mine 
Endean’s Shaft where they would have connected to 
the main pump rod in that shaft.  The shaft is blocked 
at this point but still has rising mains and pump rods in 
situ and evidence of cisterns etc.  Until the No 2 Level 
reached this area these features had remained under 
water following the closure of Llanrwst Mine and are 
a highlight of the trip because it is one of few sites in 
the UK where such pumping arrangements can be seen 
underground.  It was clearly quite a cumbersome and 
probably highly inefficient arrangement.

Having examined this and some of the old Llanrwst Mine 
workings the group returned to the main No 2 Level 
and continued into the mine.  Further along the level is 
a possibly unique wagon base, with a steel sheet chute 
built onto it that allowed ore drawn from the box holes 
from the stopes above the level to be shot into the stopes 
below, to be hauled to the surface and thence to the 
dressing floor along the No 3 Level.

There are several ladderways up into the stopes above 
the level, and one down to the No 3 Level below, which 
are in varying stages of decay but can still be travelled 
with care.  While none of our party ventured onto these 
there is the opportunity to explore some of the other 
recesses of the mine from them.
We continued to the level forefield and then climbed up 
into some old Cwffty Mine stopes that were intersected 
close to the end of the No 2 Level, before returning back 
along the level to the portal and the athletic climb over 
the RSJ grill, followed by the walk back to the car park 
where we meet up with the ‘deep’ party.
While it is not easy to see much in the way of 
mineralisation in the mine there is some evidence of 
the ores worked.  In the old Cwffty Mine workings 
there is plenty of quartz with pseudomorphs of calcite 
that has now been dissolved away (I remember seeing 
vein stuff like this on the tips of this mine in c 1971) 
with a few specks of galena.  Fallen vein stuff near the 
Bidston Observatory site consists of quartz, calcite and 
barite with galena (c 50%) and sphalerite (c 20%) and 
is probably typical of the vein stuff produced from the 
mine, though perhaps much richer than run of mine ore.

Richard Shaw
Reference
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The unusual chute tram in No. 2 Level
Photo: Richard Shaw

http://www.aditnow.co.uk/Mines/Parc-Lead-Mine_298/


11

Book Reviews
The Castleton Mines – a Descriptive and 
Visual History
By J H Rieuwerts and P Wolstenholme 2016.  A 
limited edition of 500 copies published by Hucklow 
Publishing, Ash House, Great Hucklow.  132pp.  
ISBN 978-0-9563473-6-7

Having spent all my life living in Castleton, playing 
and working at Treak Cliff Cavern I was very interested 
to read ‘The Castleton Mines’.  As a small child I 
also played around the surface of Odin mine and  the 
crushing circle, looked down the mine shafts, but heeded 
the dire warnings never to go in!  As a teenager I rode, 
and also today still ride my horse around Pindale, 
Siggate and Dirtlow.  This book is a personal delight 
and voyage of discovery to know and see pictures of 
what is only hinted at on the surface of the hills around 
Castleton, and the lumps and bumps I have always 
wondered about!
Jim’s research is very thorough and accurate with 
references throughout the text.  He has succeeded in 
putting all the snippets, and longer records of historical 
information together to create a fascinating story of each 
of the mines in turn, with maps and locations where 
possible.  Such a lot was recorded in the past, and Jim 
has ferreted it out, but still there are gaps, tantalising us 
to want to know more, especially from the early days.
The photographs of the underground are equally 
fascinating, and do so much to give the reader the 
true scale of what went on beneath our feet for all 
those years, and for what is still there, with yet more 
to discover.  The mines run into cave systems, and 
caves have been enlarged by mining, and Jim and 

Phil have perfectly illustrated the ‘hollowness’ of the 
Castleton hills in a very readable way.  The comparison 
photographs are excellent, and a brilliant way to show 
what has gone before.
The lead mining terminology is unique to Derbyshire 
and is quoted directly from the original  writers of the 
time, and used by Jim to properly describe the miners’ 
activities.  However, Jim is also an expert on the lead 

mining language, and has 
included a glossary in the book.  
Even the glossary is amazing to 
read in its own right - it’s like 
looking at a foreign language!
I am thoroughly fascinated by 
the contents of this book, and 
appreciative of the painstaking 
research to tell the accurate 
story of the people who shaped 
Castleton in the past.
As I climb the hill to work at 
Treak Cliff Cavern, I often pause 
to give a thought to those who 
climbed the same hills in the 
near and distant past before me, 
going to work the mines, to take 
the risks and win what treasure 
they could and did.  This book 
has given me at least, a clearer 
insight into my surroundings, 
and a very real connection to the 
‘t’owd man’.  An excellent local 
history story book!

Vicky Turner
‘Hands-on’ MD of Treak Cliff Cavern

The book is available price £25.00, plus £5.00 p&p, 
from Phil Wolstenholme online at:-

http://www.pwhole.com/castleton.htm
or from Jim Rieuwerts, 2 Torwood Drive, Greenhill, 
SHEFFIELD, S8 7QZ, phone 0114 237 6988, and also 
from shops at Treak Cliff, Speedwell and Blue John 
Caverns, and other retail book outlets.

The Houses of the Dronfield Lead 
Merchants
By David Hey 2015.  Published by Books at the Barn, 
an imprint of The Dronfield Heritage Trust.  79pp.  
ISBN 978-1-78280-690-5
This book is sadly the last to be published by David 
Hey, Emeritus Professor of Local and Family History at 
Sheffield University, who passed away in February 2016.  
Professor Hey was a Trustee of the project to convert 
Dronfield Hall Barn into a heritage centre and donated 
his interest in the book to the Dronfield Heritage Trust.
This is a beautifully illustrated book with a fine selection 
of historic and modern photographs, and images of 
archival maps and documents’ printed on quality high 
gloss paper.  The text is easy to read and clearly laid out 

http://www.pwhole.com/castleton.htm
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in six chapters, with sections delineated by a light tint 
which explain terms or elaborate on matters of detail.  
Chapter 4 contains at the end a useful glossary of terms 
used in inventories.  Referencing throughout is managed 
by means of endnotes, which are grouped by chapter at 
the end of the book.

Chapter 1, “The Derbyshire Lead Trade”, introduces us 
to the history of the Derbyshire lead trade from the early 
16th century, describing the transport of lead ore from 
the mines of the White Peak, via smelting sites on the 
eastern fringes of the Peak District to the market and 
port of Bawtry, and explains the growing importance 
of Dronfield as a centre for the merchants involved in 
the trade.  The development of smelting processes from 
bole to footblast and then the water powered “smylting 
hows or furnes” is clearly and effectively described.  The 
chapter ends with a brief discussion of three families, the 
Morewoods, Eyres and Dands, active in the lead trade in 
the 17th century, and the houses they established.
Chapter 2 introduces one of the most prominent families 
of lead smelters and merchants in Derbyshire in the 
seventeenth century, and certainly the most successful 
in Dronfield, the Burtons of Cartledge, Holmesfield and 
Dronfield.  The Burtons left an impressive legacy of 
houses in the area, Cartledge Hall, possibly Cartledge 
Grange, Holmesfield Hall and the Dronfield Manor 
House.  They were succeeded by the Rotherham family, 
arguably the most significant family of Lead smelters 
and merchants in Dronfield for five generations.
Chapter 3 covers the story of the emergence of the 
Rotherham family of Dronfield, and their strong 

commitment to the Nonconformist cause.  In an 
inventory of the personal estate of John Rotherham I 
(1617 to 1696) his wealth, which came principally from 
the Lead trade, was valued at £242 12s 9d.  His eldest 
son, John Rotherham II (1646 to 1720) greatly enhanced 
the family fortunes, and in 1696 paid for the building of 
Dronfield Hall as a wedding present for his son, John 
Rotherham III (1672 to 1706).  John Rotherham III 
bequeathed the house back to his father when he passed 
away at the age of 35, fourteen years before his father.
Chapter 4 is devoted to Dronfield Hall, and in particular 
contains a detailed inventory of the content of the hall 
taken in January 1707, and which values the contents at 
£601 6s 0d.  Chapter 5 tells the story of the entrepreneur 
John Rotherham II who, as well as trading in Lead was 
a maltster and farmer, and also involved in the trade in 
Derbyshire millstones as well as making considerable 
investments in local woods.  He is recorded as supplying 
Stavely Iron Works in the late 1690s.
Chapter 5, entitled “The End of an Era”, details the lives 
of Samuel Rotherham (1680 to 1743), the younger son 
of John Rotherham II, and John Rotherham IV (1717 
to 1771), the eldest son and only surviving child of 
Samuel.  Both Samuel and John IV continued the family 
trade in Lead and millstones, and invested extensively 
in woodland, and both were also partners in the Whale 
Sough at Taddington.  in 1750 John Rotherham IV 
became High Sheriff of Derbyshire, and six years later 
he purchased the manor of Dronfield, including the 
splendid Dronfield Manor House which is now the 
Dronfield Library, for £3,900.  The chapter concludes 
with a note of the last three Rotherhams of Dronfield, 
with whom the male line of the family died out in the 
1790s, and finally discusses several other important 
houses with familial connections to the Lead trade.
This is an excellent book, very well presented and 
illustrated, and most thoroughly researched.  I cannot 
recommend it too highly to Society members.
The book is priced at £10.99 plus £1.99 p & p., and is 
available from The Dronfield Heritage Trust, Dronfield 
Hall Barn, High Street, Dronfield, S18 1PX, or online at 
http://www.dronfieldhallbarn.org.

Steve Thompson

Called Home - The Dartmoor Tin Miner 
1860-1940, Photographs & Memory
By Tom Greeves 2016.  Published by 
Twelveheads Press, Truro.  160pp hardback.  
ISBN 978-0-906294-87-1
This is a fascinating book on the final days of the once 
significant tin mining industry on upland Dartmoor.  
It describes the final stages of the working of three 
tin mines, Hexworthy, Vitifer and Golden Dagger, all 
situated in the Postbridge/Dartmeet area of the Moor 
and at quite high altitude.  It is based on interviews 
that the author has had over about 45 years with the 
miners who worked at the mines, their families and 
descendants.  It is liberally illustrated with numerous 

http://www.dronfieldhallbarn.org
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contemporary photographs of the mines, including some 
taken underground by the well-known Dawlish based 
photographers and postcard publishers Chapman and 
Son (William James and William Samuel – the latter 
probably taking the photographs used here), and of the 
people themselves.

It is almost an oral history, one transcribed to words on 
paper, of the waning phase of mining in the area largely 
described through the words of the people working 
them in the early part of the 20th century. It is not, and 
does not pretend to be, an in-depth study of the mines or 
mining practices but gives an insight to the mines rarely 
achieved and in many areas no longer possible.
The book is let down a bit by a number of fundamental 
technical errors relating to mining and ore dressing 
practices and machinery.  For example, a superb 
photograph of the c.30 foot diameter waterwheel at 
Whiteworks Mine includes the wooden trestle launder 
to this breast shot wheel which is described here thus; 
“a raised timber structure leading to the back of the 
wheel is probably a tramroad for taking ore to feed the 
stamps”.  There are other errors which the pedantic mine 
historian will spot, but overall these do not detract from 
what I found a fascinating read.
If you are interested in Dartmoor Mining, or the slow 
demise of metal mines in the UK in general when they 
were in terminal decline in the later 19th and early 20th 
century, always in the hope of ‘better times round the 
corner’ then this is a book for you.  It is worth buying 
just for the contemporary photographs sourced from the 
authors’ interviewees and elsewhere.

The book is priced at £16.00 inclusive of p & p., and is 
available from Twelveheads Press, 2 Woodside Cottages, 
Falmouth Road, Chacewater, TRURO, TR4 8LP, or 
online at http://www.twelveheads.com/.

Richard Shaw

Temple Mine Quarry ‘Gardening’

A group of eight members and friends spent a happy 
day undertaking some gardening work in the Temple 
Mine quarry on Saturday the 30th of April.  This activity 
included pruning trees at the top of the cliff as well as 
those growing out of the quarry face, and removing 
loose rocks and ivy.  We managed to progress from 
above the Long Rake Winder to above the entrance to 
the show mine but not further round the face.  A return 
visit is planned soon to continue and to light the rather 
large bonfire to clear up the resulting heap of wood.  
Many thanks to those who helped.

Richard Shaw

Heritage Open Day - Magpie Mine
Visitors to Magpie Mine don’t usually get a guided tour, 
but annually, on Heritage Open Day, everything changes.  
Heritage Open Day 2016 is on Sunday, 11th September, 
when we will offer tours of the surface remains and 
some of the buildings to anyone, members or not.   Tours 
last about an hour, the first starting at 11:00am, the 
last at 4:00pm.  The tours are free, although donations 
to Society funds will be gratefully received.  Tea and 
coffee will be available, and we’ll try put on something 
to occupy you before and after the tours.  (There is no 
access to underground workings at Magpie Mine.)

However, we will need volunteers as guides, serve 
refreshments, act as car park attendants, and ensure that 
everything runs smoothly.  We also need help the Sunday 
before (4th September) to make the site clean and tidy.  
Please contact Andy Gillings (0115 963 5497) if you can 
help, or for more information about the event.

Andy Gillings

The team hard at work on the gardening in the Temple 
Mine quarry.  Left to right: Phil Wolstenholme (up long 
ladder), Richard Shaw, Keith Gregory, David Steward, 
and Andy Gillings (up ladder).

Photo: Rob Mace

http://www.twelveheads.com


14

Obituary
J.D. (Dave ) Weston  1943-2016
Dave was born in Hanley 
to Charles & Gladys, 
one of five children.  
He started school in 
Wellington Road in 
Hanley, then Hanley 
High School with his 
brother Norman.
He had a Saturday job 
at Johnsons Pot Bank, 
the well known Potteries 
company as a tea-boy.  
When he left school 
he joined the company 
on a full-time basis, he 
transferred  to the export 
department where he 
dealt with the Spanish 
business.
Dave joined the family 
business “Weston Signs” 
along  with his father 
and brother Norman.  
Dave then went on to 
set up “City Signs Ltd” 
where he worked until 
retirement.  He met 
Beryl, although they did 
not get off to a good start, 
but they eventually met 
again in a grocer’s shop 
(much like Arkwright’s) 
and they would have 
been married 50 years 
this July.
They had two children, Jane & Stanley, and three 
grandchildren, Danielle, Jess & Chris.  Dave’s hobbies  
were walking around Ecton and the Churnet Valley, DIY 
at home and his daughter’s, gardening  and especially 
mineral collecting from around Cornwall, the Peak 
District and the North Pennines.  He enjoyed holidays 
in Cornwall and Austria and was also a long standing 
member of the local Masonic Lodge.
His love of minerals led him to join the Peak District 
Mines Historical Society where he became a regular 
member of the “Magpie Team”.  He helped the Society 
in many ways, from designing and making the first 
signs for the entrance to Temple Mine at Matlock Bath 
and fitting them himself, no small undertaking on a 
limestone cliff face.  He decorated more or less single 
handed the Agents House at Magpie and also used his 
contacts when the Cottage was vandalised in supplying 
the large polycarbonate sheets, at considerable saving 
to the Society.  He represented the Society, with another 
member John Cooke, in curating the Mineral Collections 

at Buxton and Derby Museums after they had been 
leaned on by Ros Westwood, Derbyshire Museums 
Manager.  This project took several years to complete.

He had an interest in 
classic cars and we 
certainly looked on with 
envy when he turned up 
at Magpie in a Lagonda 
open top tourer on 
several occasions.

He had a wry sense of 
humour and caught us 
all out on one notable 
visit to Smallcleugh 
Mine.  The large party 
of members and friends 
had just sat down for 
“snap” in the Ballroom 
Flat when we all heard 
sounds of talking and 
hammering and other 
tools, we became 
completely baffled when 
after a considerable time 
nobody appeared.  Dave 
finally put us out of our 
misery when he produced 
a tape-recorder, which 
he had carefully hidden 
on entering the chamber, 
from a pile of rocks.  He 
also enjoyed his time as 
the Society’s Secretary, 
assisted by John Cooke, 
where his diligence and 
business skills stood him 
in good stead.

He will be remembered 
by all his friends and colleagues as a good, gentle, 
dutiful, outgoing family man.

Anybody visiting Magpie Mine will remember Dave for 
the attractive and appropriate sign at the road entrance to 
the site, designed and made by himself.

Mike and Mave Luff

Dave Weston, pictured in Smallcleugh Mine, Nenthead
Photo: Dave Sargent

A lasting memory of Dave, his sign at the entrance to 
Magpie Mine Photo: Mike Luff
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A Theft of Lead, September 1853
An intriguing archive item found in Derbyshire Record 
Office D7676, Bagshaw Collection 559 reads, in part, as 
follows:-

Sunday the 25th of September 1853, Five Pieces of 
Lead were stolen to night from the Cupola.

Almost seven months then passed before we hear more 
on the subject in this account:-

15th of April 1854, at Chesterfield for the 5 pieces of 
Stolen Lead being smelted by the parties who stole it 
& brought a Hamper of Spirits from White & Bunting

A great deal more information can be found in a 
further collection of documents from the Bagshaw 
Collection.  D7676 Bagshaw Collection 654 contains 
1,255 documents, Wyatt’s general correspondence 1794 
to 1866, a collection of letters on family estate and 
solicitors business affairs, also some relating to lead 
mining addressed to Longsdon and Barker etc.
D7676 Bag.C. 654/870 is a letter dated the 27th of 
September 1853 from Peter Moore of Chesterfield to 
William Wyatt at Foolow which states:-

Dear Friend,
I beg to inform you that I lost no time in giving 

instructions to the police here respecting the robbery, 
and in a short time a woman was apprehended under 
very suspicious circumstance, having in her possession 
a cart Laden with about the weight of Lead stolen, she 
was taken before the Magistrates and discharged, the 
evidence being insufficient to detain her.  They ordered 
the Lead to be impounded, also a few of her other 
articles, she said she should be here again on Friday 
next and would then shew the authorities she had come 
honestly possessed of it.  Her answers to my questions 
where that she resided at Tideswell, that she was at 
Foolow last week, she had not been at Middleton, that 
they (meaning the man she had left in Brampton) had 
bought the Lead in dross and scraps from Lead works 
and that they had co[n]verted it into its present shape a 
week ago near a stone quarry at Holymoorside.
It had evidently been melted into blocks with a stick fire, 
portions of charred wood being now firmly fixed into it.
She gave her name Mary Anne Bond and the mans name 
Wm Barker she had on a dark red checked shawl, Black 
Bonnet, print apron and gown, the cart is painted Blue, 
with low sides and ends, and laying outwards, drawn by 
a Brown pony , with broken knees and very poor, with 
corresponding Harness.
At the time she was apprehended she was in the act of 
unloading, and had one piece of lead in scales to be 
weighed, at Mr Shepleys old shop, whose business is now 
carried on by a man of the name Samuel Lowe, a Lod’g 
House Keeper. The weight of Lead is now 7cwt 0qr 12 lbs.
I shall be most happy to render you all the service I can, 
and am at your command.

I remain
Yours Truly

Peter Moore

Several other documents in this collection (D7676 
Bag.C. 654/871 to 877, 879, 880 and 882) continue the 
saga.  D7676 Bag.C. 654/872 reports that she was also in 
possession of a brass cheese pan which had been cut into 
three or four pieces and crushed.
D7676 Bag.C. 654/873 is a bill, dated the 14th of 
October 1853, to W m Wyatt Esq re from James Radford 
Sup t of Police which details:-

Apprehending Mary Anne 
Ford on suspicion of stealing a 
quantity of lead your property

0 2 0

Prison fees on her detention from 
31 st Sep r to 5 th Oct.

0 10 0

Loss of time the day and Police 
Constable

0 8 0

Attending with prisoner before 
the magistrates twice

0 2 0

Pd Brookside Toll Bar 0 0 6
£ 1 2 6

D7676 Bag.C. 654/874 and 654/875 are letters written 
by Mary Anne Bond, apparently in her own hand.  
654/875 appears to have been written first, and addresses 
a “Mistress Baker”.  It begins “I write to inform you 
that I was examined on Satterday and remanded until 
Wednesday next Mister Radford went in search of were I 
camped and found were I did camp were I [blank space] 
my bits of lead and more over some person says they 
seen my cart with some Piggs of lead in and says my 
poney was in a field and says there is a man that wears 
a blue smock and a brown bily cock connected with 
me”.  It continues “you know I have no man nor husband 
connected to me”.  Later she says “Please to sell my 
horse and cart and do the best you can for me against 
my Trial to help me out of it if they can be munny enough 
found plese to implow a Loyer”.  She tries to give 
several indications of being broken hearted, “I shed tears 
over these few lines”, and ends by saying “Farewell 
my Dear Frends at this time Excuse my and riting for I 
am broken hearted”.  654/874, dated Sunday 7.p.m. 2 
Oct 1853, is headed “Verbatim Copy” and is addressed 
“To be posted Directed to that Good lad Brampton”.  
After saying that she has been put back till Wednesday 
it continues “Police has been whear I camped and 
says they can see where I have taken stones of the wall 
and laid the Piggs of lead on and melted them”.  In 
thinly disguised language it continues at some length to 
relate the witnesses statements against her, and entreats 
[indirectly] the man “with a blew smock and a brown 
bily cock” to “Pull that smock and hat of”.  She also says 
“I am afraid I never shall enjoy you any more”.
Subsequently a further letter from Peter Moore to 
William Wyatt (D7676 Bag.C. 654/879), also dated 
October 2nd/53, relates information from Mr Radford 
about discovering two letters, and that “the woman 
in custody has written to Baker of Tideswell” and 
summarises the content of the letter, reporting that 
“There being nothing written in the Letter improper to 
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send it was allowed to be posted”.  Later the second letter 
found was described thus: “Since writing the above Mr 
Radford has shewn me a second Letter written unknow 
to him, which he found out, and as kept possion of it.  It 
was intended to be sent for her Man, through the hands 
of a person in Brampton.  In which she requested him to 
change his dress and get out of the way, she believing it 
was the intention of the police to take him into custody”.
A crucial document in this saga, D7676 Bag.C. 654/876, 
again in Mary Anne Bond’s own hand, states “I hereby 
consent for Mr Radford Sup t of Police to give over to 
Mr Whyatt of Foolow 7 cwts and 12 pounds weight 
of Lead taken from me on Tuesday the 27th Oct (sic, 
presumably Sept.) inst to his not appearing against 
me to prefer a charge of stealing the same.  Witness 
my hand,  this 5 day of Oct 1853, Marry Ann Bond”.  
Accordingly, on Friday the 7th Peter Moore wrote once 
more to Mr Wyatt to advise him that “in the absence 
of sufficient evidence to further detain the woman” she 
had been discharged from prison, and that “Before she 
left Prison M r Radford got her to sign a memorandum 
to give the Lead up.  which is as near as possible an 
acknowledgement of gilt.  The Lead is now yours.”
It then, for some reason, took over six months for a cart 
to be sent to Chesterfield to collect the lead.  Was the 
hamper of spirits purchased at the same time perhaps to 
celebrate its return?
Acknowledgement:

I would like to offer my grateful thanks to Becky 
Sheldon and Matthew Allen at the Derbyshire 
Record Office who, when I was unable to visit to see 
the documents, organised and carried out the digital 
scanning of fourteen pages of documents, and had 
emailed the scans to me within seven hours of my 
initial request!  We have, of course, come to expect 
a high standard of service from the Record Office, 
but this was something quite exceptional!

Steve Thompson

New Members
Please welcome the following new members who have 
recently joined the Society.

Glyn Roberts, Tansley, MATLOCK
William Skidmore, GREAT LONGSTONE
David Steward, SHEFFIELD

We hope they will find their membership of the Society 
both enjoyable and rewarding, and that they will play a 
full part in all the activities of the Society.

Keith Gregory

120th Anniversary of the Arrival in 
England of the Vieille Montagne Zinc 
Company of Belgium
6th-7th August 2016
The year 2016 is the 120th anniversary of the arrival 
of the Vieille Montagne Zinc Company of Belgium at 
Nenthead, near Alston in Cumbria. This is an occasion 
that deserves to be commemorated not only for the 
community of Alston Moor but for the mining fraternity 
of Britain and mining communities throughout Europe.

For more information and event booking details visit:-
http://vieillemontagnehistory.com/anniversary/
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